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RANCHI BRAHMO SAMA.J
(continued from last issue)

In the 1860s , two Brahmos, Aswini Kumar Gupta and a relative, lived in a rented house in Jail
Road in Ranchi (close to the present Samaj premises). Aswini-babu was a Government Executive
Engineer and his relative conducted a free-school for the Bengali children in the neighbourhood. The
two held regular vespers at their residence, which were also frequented by a few non-Brahmos.

Impressed with the enthusiasm of these two Brahmos, a plot of land was donated to them by
the brothers Ramdayal and Gunodayal Sahu (who were not Brahmos). Later, in 1868, a permanent
prayer-hall was constructed on the plot by Aswini-babu and Tripuracharan Roy (another Brahmo),
and thus, the Ranchi Brahmo Samaj was born with Aswini Kumar Gupta as its first Secretary.

A few liberal non-Brahmos such as Uddhav Roy, Raicharan Ghosh, Kalidas Ghosh, Khetramohon
Ghosh, Kanailal Sahu and Sukhram Sahu rendered financial help for the initial running of the Ranchi
Samaj. Later, Shri Tripuracharan Roy expanded the Samaj premises by purchasing some more
adjoining land (between1883 and 1888).

The Ranchi Brahmo Samaj always espoused social service as part of its God-view. Free rice
would be distributed to the poor on Sunday afternoons. Blankets and saris would be disfributed in
winter. The free-school was shifted to the samaj premises, and was later made exclusively for girls
— since women's education was felt the need of the hour.
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Some of the renowned Brahmos in Ranchiin the early days included Ramcharan Pal, Neellohit
Sarkar, Bangachandra Roy, Nandalal Basu, Amritalal Gupta, Priyanath Shastri, Bhagaban Chandra
Mukhopadhyaya, Umapada Roy, Hemangini Kulovi (the first lady-doctor in Ranchi) and so on —
many of whom held government jobs. Jyotirindranath Tagore and Satyendranath Tagore (brothers of
Rabindranath) lived in Ranchi for many years and were members of the Samaj.

Some of the more prominent Acharyas of the Samaj included Rajkumar Das (headmaster and
father of erstwhile Chief Justice Sudhir Ranjan Das), Joykali Dutta, Sushama Chakraborty, Amiyabala,
Satish Chandra Roy, Satish Chandra Bandyopadhyay, Jnanranjan Sen, Sumoti Devi, Prabhu Dayal.
and so on.

The Trust Deed of the Ranchi Brahmo Samaj was executed in 1925 and Shri Lakshminarayan
Pattanaik (grand-father of the present chief-minister of Orissa) was one of the founding Trustees.

For many years, Shri Debashis Basu was Secretary of the Ranchi Samaj and conducted its
affairs with elan,

Over the years, the Brahmo community in Ranchi has steadily declined. A few veteran Ranchi
Brahmos whose passing away was mourmned over the last decade include Smt. Madhabi Chakraborty,
Smt. Bharati Das and Shri Purnendu Chakraborty. However, the Ranchi Brahmo Samaj stands at
the heart of Ranchi on the Jail Road in Tharpakhna. The President of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj
is an ex-officio Trustee. Maghotsav and Bhadrotsav are observed in the Samaj annually, when many
local Brahmo sympathisers join in and also participate in the hymns at prayer services. The annual
Utsav of the Samaj is normally held in February. '

— Sri Amarendra Kar
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The Brahmo Sammilan Samaj mourns the recent passing away of two eminent personalities
— Professor P. Lal and Professor M. Visvanathan. Both were erudite scholars in their own fields
and were much loved and admired not only for their scholarship but also for thier other qualities of
the head and the heart. We extend our sympathy to both Sm. Shyamasree Lal and Sm. Paromita
Visvanathan and to their families.
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Brahmo Sammilan Barta will be available on Sama] Website.
Look out for Samaj site : www.thebrahmosamaj.org/samajes/sammilan.html
- TR WO W) I e Fov-Ted (R Wi Ao |

Editorial Board : Sm Sunanda Das, Dr. Madhusmae Ghosh, Dr, Kalyansr Das Gupta and Sr Sanjib Mukhedee. Printed and Published by
Sri Prabir Ranjan Das Gugla en behall of Brahmo Sammilan Samaj, 14, Dr Rajendra Road, Kolkala-T00 020 and Printed at Bhowanipur
Arl Press, 89, Ashutosh Mukherjee Road, Kolkata-700 025 and Published frerm Kelkete. Editor @ Dr. Madhusree Ghesh,

Date of Publication : 22nd February, 2011




