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‘Nibedan' offered by Acharya Arobinda Sinha Roy at the Maghotsav Upasana at
Khar Brahmo Samaj, Mumbai, on January 30, 2011
(Cont. from last issue)

Just two days ago, my wife and I were watching the film "Gandhi” on TV. We have seen it earlier so
many times. Yet the beautiful exposition of some of the most compelling scenes in India's struggle for
freedom keeps us riveted every time we see the movie. When I urge us well-to-do people to have the
courage to stand up against corruption and evil, one particular scene [ would like to recount for you'll in
that film... There were these 'British Raj’ polieemen facing a crowd of Satyagrahis. As the confrontation
developed, you could see the Satyagrahis’ wives and women folk busily and matter-of-factly preparing
bandages and medication. Each line of ‘satyagrahis’ then walked silently, non-violently up to the British
police... who hit them violently on the head and face with their "dandas”... and the men fell, writhing in
blood. on the road side. The women rushed forward to drag them away and care for them. And then the next
line of 'satyagrahis' marched forward....to face the same fate. It went on and on. All you hear in the sound-
track is the shuffling foot steps of the silent 'satyagrahis'.... the crunch of the "dandas" breaking their
heads.....and the sound of their bodies falling to earth. The scene has a hypnotic intensity.

What courage infused these men to deliberately put their life at risk, without a thought of retaliation?
It could only be moral courage... something that they drew from an inner force deep within themselves.
The world watched with shock and disbelief. This was the culmination of years of Indian bloodshed :-
hundreds murdered at Jalianwalabagh; thousands, known and unknown, who had died in jails, in bunkers,
in the Andamans and elsewhere for our freedom. But this picture of righteous courage by simple people
protesting against the mighty British, horrified the global conscience. American correspondents splashed
the story over the world press. The furor reached global propertions and the Viceroy for the first time called
Mr. Gandhi to announce that Britain had decided to grant India its independence.

Today we don't have to oust a foreign power. We only need to oust corruption, hypocrisy and
goonda-raj from our midst. To dethrone pretenders and criminals masquerading as national leaders...

ahing a squanderi o arped money of of 1.2 billion Indians.
it's an easier task surely! But saying this is casy. To be able to get God's support to give us the strength and
resolve to, first of all, be good citizens.... good human beings ourselves .... is the first task. _

In order to inspire our neighbours and colleagues without zeal for what is right and honest, we must
hecome ‘role models'. We must first make ourselves a worthy vessel to receive God's love and grace in our
lives. We must first do our part to ensure in every possible manner - with all the strength of character we can
muster - that we have been alert, we have been ever-vigilant to keep our minds and hearts pure and sacred...
1o conduct our daily lives without blemish & sin. We must always keep in mind that we cannot seek to
achieve a nearness.... a closeness... to our 'Param Pita Parameshwar' with impure bodies and minds --for
He is purity personified ... He is most sacred amongst the sacred - He is 'Satyam, Shivam Sundaram'.

Let us being with cleaning up our habits and beliefs. I honestly do not mean to offend anyhody,
These are only my personal observations that [ am voicing. I feel it my duty, with all humility, if I am te
fulfill my mission as an "Upasak’ in the service of our samaj. (to be contd.)

— Sri Arobindo Sinha Roy
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NOTICE

As per unanimous decision in the Annual General Meeting held on 12.09.2010, the Annual Sub-
scription has been revised to Rs. 100/-w.e.f. 01.04.2011 from previous subscription of Rs. 50/-. The
Member's Own Subscription Fund (MOSF) has been revised to Rs. 1000/- wef 01-04-2011.

Brahmo Sammilan Barta will be available on Samaj Website.
Look out for Samaj site : www.thebrahmosamaj. orgfsamajes/sammilan.htm]
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