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A LETTER TO THE HON'BLE CHIEF MINISTER, WEST BENGAL
RE. : HMO AN RAMMO Y

In response to a call from Sri Partha Chatterjee, Hon'ble Minister of Industries, West
Bengal seeking our consent to allow the relevant Govt. Deptt. to install a Bust of Rabindranath
Tagore at the premises of Behala Brahmo Samaj, this Samaj took initiative to have
concurrance of other two main Samajes — Sadharan and Nababidhan Brahmo Samaj for
agreeing to his proposal. Accordingly these three Samajes adopted resolutions at their
respective Governing Body / Executive committee meetings in respect of this issue as also
in respect of Adi Brahmo Samaj at Chitpur.

The contentions of the unanimous resolutions adopted by the aforesaid three Samajes
were similar in nature which, inter-alia, sought for the consideration of the Govt. re :

1. Behala Brahmo Samaj ¢ to clean renovate and beautify the Samaj with lights and
green plants, install a Bust each of Rabindranath Tagore and Devendranath Tagore in
the road side corners of the Samaj lawn, remove unauthorised and unwarrented
encroachments and maintain the same properly as voiced by the local people and the
Govt. Deptt. in order to eradicate anti-social activities from the premises for peace and
tranquility. Therefore the Govt. was requested to declare the Samaj as a heritage site
keeping the name "Brahmo Samaj Road" perpetually in order to enrich the locality
with historical values. And that to form a Trustee Board consisting of the Presidents
and Secretaries of the three Samajes and the local Municipal councillor to conduct and
perform prayer service and other social activities as per Brahmo rites and customs
only.

2. Adi Brahmo Samaj : to declare this Samaj founded by Raja Rammohun Roy in 1830,
as a heritage building (already notified by KMC under grade I list) and make it free
from the undesired occupiers, which is now being looked after by a Board of Trustees
consisting of Brahmo Samaj members, considersing the dilapidated condition (a part
of the building floor has collapsed long time ago) and encroachments by Marble dealers
etc, the Brahmo Samajes desired the Govt. to take congnizance and prevent destruction -
of this historical site before it goes into oblivion and hence let it be restored and
maintained by the Govt. with heritage values for posterity as a tribute to the ‘Raja’ by
his countrymen.

In addition to the foregoing issues, this Samnaj also approached the Govt. in respect of
the following two long pending issues :

1. Raja Rammhun Roy's Statue : Over the years, the statue at Maidan has been
endangered by spreading thick roots of the big trees adjacent to and encircling the
statue which have gone deep into the foundation-base resulting in weakening the
foundation of the statue. Moreover on two occasions the statue escaped disaster by
God's grace when the big trunk of the nearby trees fell broken due to strong monsoon
gale, missing the statue by inches.
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Under this serious circumstances, this Samaj has moved since 1993 various Govt.
Deptts viz PWD, KMC, Forest, Environment, Botanical Survey, DC Police (HQ) and
the Army Authority to shift the statue to a suitable safe place. The GOC, Bengal Area
on a personal visit to the statue site suggested to shift it to further down to the east in
the open space with beautification of the surrounding areas. Subsequently the Ex-
Mayor of Kolkata assured to help shift the statue to the newly built garden opposite
SSKM Hospital. But nothing has been done so far to our disappointment to save the
statue of the great man who enlightened the Indians with his modern thoughts and
philosophy. ) :

With the passage of time, it has no relevance now in cutting down the adjoining trees
or prune their overcasting branches for its safety. The thick roots grown underneath
and spreaded all over the statue cannot be removed now, Moreover the statue itself
needs immediate repair and renovation as the nose and other parts of the statue are
showing errosion and decadence requiring immediate attention.

We sought personal intervention of the Chief Minister, West Bengal with a request to
shift it to the garden opposite SSKM Hospital with due repair and renovation of the
statue in order to save it from destruction.

2. Raja Rammohun Roy's Ancestral House at Radhanagar in Hooghly : This historical
house is in ruins. Almost a decade ago in association with Raja Rammohun Roy Smriti
Raksha Samiti, we cleared the jungles that covered the entire ruinous house and restored
the remaning ruins, relaid the bricks from the debris and had put up a sign board of the
sacred place for public notice at a cost of about Rs. 45000/- collected through donations.
The place thereafter became a picnic spot attracting tourists, as a result of which the
place was made dirty by leaving behind the leftovers by the picnickers. To prevent this
we had to put up another notice board to keep the place clean for sanctity.

The place consists of Rammohun’s Bust, Sati Bedi and Sati Ghat, Raja's mural on the
remaning ruined wall of the building and other memorabilia in the premises. The
Rammohun Library as designed by Tagore is now being used by tourist-cum-local bus
drivers as a resting place. There had been 3 Busts of the Raja placed on different sites .
at Radhanagar and Raghunathpur premises of his estates.

It is interesting to note that 3 eminent sons of Bengal were bomn within the radius of
close vicinity viz. Raja Rammohun Roy, Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and
Ramakrishna Paramahansa added by the subsequent tourist destination Mayapur. Swami
Vivekananda also once commented that he felt proud to have such three great men
born in such close proximity. We had approached the then Tourism Minister under
Left Front Govt. with a request to put up a shed over a truss to cover the remaining
ruined building to protect it from the onslaught of natural phenomena - sunlight, rain
and storms and to introduce a tourism package all inclusive of these histotical places.
This would have contributed to employment opportunities to the local people through
-shops, eateries, hotels etc. But nothing has been done and our efforts went in vain. We
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requested the Govt. to look into the matter as suggested above for the benefit of public
at large and the posterity, declaring, renovating and maintaining it as heritage sites at
Radhanagar and Raghunathpur. We enclosed photographs of 'Raja’s’ ancestral house
before and after restoration by us for their perusal and ready reference.
The well documented [viz Extracts of the Resolutions adopted by 3 Samajes, History
of Behala Samaj, Copy of 'Parcha’, copy of the Graded list of KMC Heritage Buildings
(enlisting Adi Samaj therein), a photocopy of Tagore's Tribute to his Hero (Rammohun),
4 photographs of the ruins of the 'Rajas’s’ ancestral house at Radhanagar before
restoration and 2 photographs thereof after restoration, 4 photographs of the Raja's
Memorial Busts at Radhanagar & Raghunathpur] letter dated 12.9.11 addressed to the
Hon'ble Chief Minister, West Bengal through Sri Partha Chatterjee, Hon'ble Industries
Minister, West Bengal duly signed by the President of this Samaj Sm. Sunanda Das
with copies endorsed to the Presidents of the respective 2 other Samajes was submitted
to Sri Partha Chatterjee under cover of a separate letter by the Vice-President of this
Samaj on 13.9.11 which was acknowldged through SMS.

Note : The bust of Rabindranath Tagore has since been installed at the Behala Brahmo
Samaj by the Govt.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Mr. Pradip Roy Chowdhury having heard of our Night School visited our school on Friday 23rd
September. He expressed a wish to give new clothes to all the students on behalf of the L.T.S. with
which he is associated. We gave him a list of names of our children. Then on 30th September Mr.
Roy Chowdhury accompanied by the Rev. Father John Rogers SJ. (L.T.S. Co- ordinator for S. E.
Asia) and five young L.T. Sers from St. Xaviers College came and distributed new clothes to each of
our 30 students — tops and trousers, salwar kameej or frocks according to the age of the child.
Each gift was beautifully wrapped showing the love and care of the L.T. Sers.

Rev. Father spoke to the children in Bengali and blessed them. He took time to see the
photographs of the Brahmo leaders displayed in the hall.

On behalf of Maisha Vidyalaya we express our appreciation to Rev. Father Rogers for personally
coming to this institution. We also thank Mr. Roy Chowdhury and each of the St. Xaviers boys and

girls who came with the gifts.

RAJA RAMMOHUN'S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

The members of Utkal Brahmo Samaj, Cuttack celebrated the 239th Birth Anniversary
of Raja Rammohun Roy, the great reformer, founder of Brahmo Samaj and father of Indian
renaissance on the 22nd May, 2011 at Brahmo Mandir, Oriya Bazar, Cuttack. Shri Ghanasyam
Das, President of the Samaj and other members offered floral tribute on the portrait of Raja
Rammohun Roy. The President Shri Das conducted the divine service and threw light on
the life and philosophy of Raja Rammohyn Roy. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks
by the Vice-President Shri Sundar Rao.

—Secretary, Utkal Brahmo Samaj

AN APPEAL FOR EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

As decided at the last AGM, the members and well-wishers of the Samaj are most humbly
requested to please come forward to stand behind the victims of the devastating Earthquakes (on
18.9.11} in some States of our country and donate generously to the Natural Calamity Fund of the

Samaj.
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Donations will be accepted in cash or by chegue drawn in favour of "Brahmo Sammilan Samaj"
at the Samaj office. All such donations will entail exemption of tax Under Section 80-G of the
Income Tax Act, 1961,

—II Governing Body of the Samaj for 201112 /I—

The following members of the Brahmo Sammilam Samaj have been elected Office - bearers
and Members of the Governing Body of the Samaj for the year 2011-12 at the 113th Annual General
Meeting held on 25/09/11.

Sri Sanjib Mookerji —  Permanent Minister (for three years from
2009-10 to 2011-12)

Sm. Sunanda Das —  President

Sri Prasad Ranjan Roy — Vice President

Sri Prabir Ranjan Das Gupta — Vice President

Sri Prasun Ganguly —  Secretary

Sm. Sreelata Gupta — Asstt. Secretary

Sm. Rita Biswas : —  Asstt. Secretary

Sri Rupnarayan Bose —  Asstt. Secretary

Sri Aniruddha Rakshit —  Treasurer

Sm. Chandra Basu —  Member

Sm. Sukla Dasgupta —  Member

Sm. Anjali Sen —  Member

Sm. Sunanda (Ratna) Roy Chowdhury — Member

Dr. Rajyasree Bandyopadhaya —  Member

Sm. Nayantara Palchaudhuri —  Member

Sm. Sunandita Sen Gupta —  Member

Sri Gautam Sen Gupta —  Member

Sri Subrata Das Gupta —  Member

Sri Sandip Kumar Basu : —  Member

Sri Anupam Chatterjee (dodo) —  Member

N.B. : Sri Rupnarayan Bose as the third Asstt. Secretary from amongst the members has been
appointed in the Governing Body meeting dated 8th October, 2011.

We heartily welcome the New Members of the Governing Body.

Brahmo Sammilan Barta will be available on Samaj Website.
Look out for Samaj site : www.thebrahmosamaj.orgisamajesfsammilan.htmi
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